Eugene Garden Club News

February 2023 Eugene Garden Club
Volume 18, Issue 6 1645 High Street, Eugene, OR 97401
Editors: Sherry Cossey, Georgia Zahar & Janet Marcisz Member of National Garden Club, Pacific Region,
68 members Garden Clubs, Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs

/\/‘f President’s Corner

Love is in the Air!

February may be Valentines month for the loves of
our lives, but our love of everything plants is what
most of us celebrate all year round.
We buy plants,
- we nurture plants,
- we foster plants,
- we decorate with plants,
- we dream of plants
and so much more!

There are a lot of fun and exciting programs and
activities coming up the next few months, but there
are some changes from what we have published in
our directory, so please pay attention to changes
and announcements in and our Newsletters and at
the meetings.

It was nice to see how many of you stepped up to
participate in the general meeting in January,
sharing information and experiences as well as
adding to something presented—a true exchange
and sharing session. Love it! We continue to
grow and have new folks check us out and that is
very exciting in our after COVID lives. Thank
you for making them feel welcome and helping
them settle in.

See you at the General Meeting on the 21*.

..... Ann Brandt
EGC President

Eugene Garden Club Meeting
Tuesday, February 21, 2023

11:30a.m. Doors Open

12:00 p.m. General Meeting
& Program

Gene Jones,
McKenzie Discovery Center

February EGC Program

Our speaker will be Gene Jones from the McKenzie
Discovery Centery in Leaburg. He will discuss the new
interpretive center that will be built on the site of the Old
McKenzie Fish Hatchery property.

The 46 acre property still contains fish ponds that are
going to be renovated as part of the master plan. These
will contribute to a great learning experience for children,
tour groups and the public in general. Lane County has
extended a $1/year long term lease for 99 years in support
of the Center.

The McKenzie is revered for its native "Redside" native
Rainbow Trout, Bull Trout, and spring Chinook Salmon,
one of the last places they are found. The river's pristine
riparian habitat also supports summer Steelhead, sensitive
amphibian species, River Otters, osprey and more. Mr.
Jones will discuss the restoration of riverbanks, fish
habitats and ponds as part of his talk.

EGC is making a $200 donation to the new Discovery
Center in lieu of an honorarium to Mr. Jones.

Jacqui Cole, EGC co-Vice-President



SMJ House Gardening

The 2™ Tuesdays, EGC members help maintain the
plantings at the Shelton-McMurphey-Johnson House
at 9:45 a.m.

We can always use more people; and February 14th is
our next work day. We need more than the 2 folks who
come regularly now — Patty Boynton and Lorraine
Wong. There’s lots to do when that hillside in front is
attached too!

Proposed Change to the

EGC Constitution
Jennifer Rabner, EGC Treasurer

The regular Board of Director’s meeting was held on
February 7, and the Board voted to change the
term length of elected officers from one to

two yvears. This change, shown in red below, will
require a vote by the general membership and is as
follows:

ARTICLE IV -- OFFICERS,
ELECTIONS

SECTION 3. The OFFICERS and
TRUSTEES shall be nominated at the April
general meeting, voted on by ballot at the
May general meeting, installed at the June
general meeting, and officially take office
July 1st. Officers shall be elected for ene
two year terms and may serve two
consecutive terms, with the exception of the
Treasurer; duly qualified Treasurers may
serve more than two consecutive terms.

Per our Bylaws, a copy of the change will be
present at the February General Meeting on
February 21 and voted on the March
General Meeting on March 21.

Willamette District

Our Willamette District Board will meet at the
Eugene Garden Club, Friday, February 24, with
doors open at 9:30 a.m., and meeting at 10:00 a.m.

The District General Meeting will be in March.
Also on the 24" and at EGC as well.

INS & OuTS

oF THE EUGENE GARDEN CLUB

....New Members
EGC has 15 new members since 2019!

....Yearly House Cleaning

We will attack cleaning up our clubhouse
from to back and top to bottom on
Wednesday, March 1, beginning at 9:00 a.m.

eeeeeee. Lane Country Fair
July 19-23

We will be asking members to sign up

1. to help with planting Fair Barrels on
Thursday morning, May 25, 9 a.m.

2. to produce a Vignette for the Fair,
(entry on July 17-18)

3. Hostessing during the Fair

ceeeeeesc Rare bamboo seeds

Member, Patty Boynton, reports that her
black bamboo has produced many many
seeds. Very unusual! Generally you have to
wait 40-50 years or even 100 to see a black
bamboo produce flowers! She doesn’t have
flowers yet, but does have little new starts.




Notes on March Meeting
Field Trip

Jacqui Cole, EGC co-Vice-President

Our March program is a field trip to McKenzie River
Nursery in East Springfield which specializes in
hanging baskets. We’ll be able to work in their
greenhouses to plant our own hanging baskets, and
then they’ll be ready for us to go back and pick them
up right before Mothers Day Weekend.  Their
manager will call to let us know exactly when they can
be picked up.

The cost is $25 for a 10” basket and $40 for a 12”
basket. (Many of us will be out and about on May 13
working at Willamette District Plant Extravanza and
could share rides to drive up to get our baskets that
afternoon.)

In March, anyone who would like to carpool or needs
a ride should meet at the Winco parking lot out
Coburg Road across from COSTCO. It’s a huge
parking lot, and we will meet at the part furthest from
the store near the Human Bean Coffee Spot, and leave
extra cars parked there during our day.

The nursery is 13 miles east of Eugene and takes
nearly a half hour for the drive. The nursery has
blocked out 10-12:30 for us so we should plan to leave
Winco parking lot by 9:15 a.m.. So meet there at 9:00
a.m.

For lunch, we can bring our own lunches and use the
greenhouse for dining or even go to member Sharon
Wilson’s house not far away to eat. Or if would like,
there’s a café, The Lucky Logger, just down the street
from the nursery.

We will have copies of this information as well as
signups at the meeting his month to find out who
would like to carpool and what size basket you’d like
to plant. The nursery would like to know how many
baskets of each size to have available for us.

McKenzie River Nursery, 38698 Camp Creek Road,
Springfield, 541.747.2767.

Craig’s Lucky Logger Restaurant, 39297 McKenzie
Highway, Springfield, 541.726.9088, 8 am — 9 pm.

Page 3

Horticulture Notes

Jackie Getty, Horticulture Chairman

It is time to sharpen your pruners and tackle
pruning the summer blooming shrubs -those that
bloom after the 4™ of July, roses and fruit trees and
shrubs. Be sure to use by-pass pruners as they cut
like scissors.

Do not use anvil type pruners which have a sharp
cutting edge that cuts against a no-cutting flat
piece of metal as they can cause mashing of the
edge of the cane that will not heal well and can
cause disease and die back.

Shrubs that bloom in the spring - those that bloom
before the 4™ of July, should be pruned as soon as
they finish blooming.

While you are pruning be sure to clean up old
leaves from the rose bushes and put them in the
garbage which will help prevent disease organisms
from splashing up on the new leaves. Also check
the canes of the rose bushes for damage from
insects. I will bring some samples of the stems
damaged by the rose stem girdler to our next
meeting.

When pruning your roses, paint the new cut with
Elmer’s Glue to help prevent a pest from laying
eggs that make a larva that bores into the cut stem
causing the stem to die back from the top. This is
the only pruning where painting the cut is
recommended.

There is a good article on the American Rose
Society web site on pruning roses to avoid getting
wounded by the thorns. The thorns on roses are
aimed downwards on the canes making it hard to
pull cut stems up without getting wounded.
Always wear leather type gloves when pruning
roses.

(Horticulture Column continued on next page.)




Horticulture - continued

Jackie Getty, Horticulture Chairman

There is also an article on the different varieties of old
roses that require different pruning techniques than the
repeat blooming Tea Roses that are most available from
nurseries and garden stores to Fred Meyers, Bi-Mart and
Walmart type stores. This Friday, February 10> there
will be a pruning demonstration at Owens Rose Garden
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. The Rose Garden Demonstration
will also include the Heritage Rose section which has
been revitalized with added new plants.

The Heritage Rose Group will be meeting at the Eugene
Garden Club on Saturday, February 11, from 3:00-5:00
with a slide show on old roses and their care. Anyone is
welcome at this meeting. They will be changing their
meeting times to a weekend daytime meeting. Watch
the Garden Club bulletin board for the new day and time
as there will be a flyer posted telling about the new
meeting time and day.

Plants blooming in my garden now are snow drops,
Witch Hazels, Primroses and Winter Sweet. The tulips
are starting to come up and the crocus and grape
hyacinths will soon be blooming.

It is time to remove the leaves and other debris so you
can see the flowering bulbs. We should be past our
coldest days and spring is just around the corner.

Happy gardening to all of you.

It’s the time of year for our
beautiful hellebores!
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Arrangers Guild

This group meets monthly and recently had the
assigned design:
Featured water design, underwater
or in water and featuring water
Theme: CRYTAL CLEAR
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What’s Happening

February wHhE (changes from book)

7 EGC Board Meeting, 1:00 p.m.
13 Arrangers’ Guild, 10:00, 9:30 set up
14 SMJ Work Party
15-19 NW Flower & Garden Show, Washington
State Convention Center, Seattle
21 EGC Regular Meeting — a change — see p.1 here
24 Willamette District Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m.

March *** (changes from book)
1 EGC house cleaning! - beginning 9:00 a.m.
7 EGC Board Meeting, 1:00 p.m.
14 SMJ Work Party
21 EGC Regular Meeting, 10-12:30 (a change)
Field Trip to at McKenzie River Nursery,
— carpool from Winco at 9:15 — (show up 9:00)

— bring lunch or plan where to eat up there
24 Willamette District Meeting, 10:00 a.m., at EGC

3 EGC Board Meeting, 1:00 p.m.
11 SMJ Work Party

18 EGC Regular Meeting — floral arranging program
30 Lane County Master Gardeners’ Plant Sale
Lane County Fairgrounds, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

May **% (changes from book)
13 Garden Extravaganza (NOT the 7™!!!)

BiMart parkIng lot at 18" & Chambers
***(Planned Flower Show moved to September 29, 30, October 1)




Eugene Garden Club
Sherry Cossey

4055 Royal Ave. Spc 20
Eugene, OR 97402

In the Garden — in February

Prune deciduous summer-blooming shrubs and trees.
Prune clematis and other vining ornamentals.
Prune and trellis berries, cane berries and grapes.
Prune fruit trees & blueberries.
Plant new fruit trees and deciduous shrubs.
Plant onions outdoors when soil is dry enough.
Till in cover crops and/or organic material

Prune roses in middle of the month.



