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     President’s Corner 

 
   

Hello Everyone, 

Knowing our garden club was organized in 1927, 

and when I was given a book by Bill Bryson titled 

One Summer America, 1927, I became interested 

in what was happening in our country that year.   

Following are some tidbits of history: 

---Our country's population was just under 120 

million with half of the people still living on small 

farms or in small towns.  The average workweek 

went from 60 to 48 hours per week. 

---The first patent for television was filed in 

January of 1927 by a bright young man named 

Philo T. Farnsworth who was the son of a Mormon 

family from Utah. 

---In 1927 commercial airline travel was in 

unregulated infancy.  Charles Lindbergh, a shy 

young man from Minnesota, was enthralled with 

flying.  After 11 people died trying to fly over the 

Atlantic, he decided to try it.  On May 21, 1927 he 

flew his Spirit of St. Louis through bouts of bad 

weather from Long Island, NY to Paris nonstop in 

33 hours, 30 minutes and 29.8 seconds. Mania 

broke out; he was a celebrity. 

(continued on p.2)  

 

Eugene Garden Club Meeting 
 

Tuesday, November 16, 2021 
    

Noon      Noon      Noon      Noon                            Building Doors open  Building Doors open  Building Doors open  Building Doors open                     

12:30 p.m.12:30 p.m.12:30 p.m.12:30 p.m.    MeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting    
1:00 p.m.      1:00 p.m.      1:00 p.m.      1:00 p.m.      Adapting Your Garden & Landscape 

        to the Changing Climate            
        -------- a Zoom a Zoom a Zoom a Zoom    presentation bypresentation bypresentation bypresentation by    
                         Weston Miller, Master Gardener Weston Miller, Master Gardener Weston Miller, Master Gardener Weston Miller, Master Gardener    

 

November EGC Program 
 
 

The showing of Weston Miller’s presentation will be 
followed by an open discussion of all in attendance 
that wish to participate in or just listen. 
 
A handout will be provided with discussion topics to 
get us going and will include resource links from the 
presentation. Climate change may bring a whole new 
meaning to Native Plants for us in the PNW! This is a 
very eye-opening presentation. It outlines so much 
more than weepy plants that will happen in our 
gardens with climate change. Hope you will be able to 
join us for the viewing and partake in the discussion 
that follows.  
 
You may be rethinking your garden/landscape ideas 
for 2022 and beyond after this very educational talk. 

 

Ann Brandt, ECG Co-Vice President 
 

 

Inside Today: Wreaths, Crafts, Clark’s 

Nutcracker, Horticulture, Promise Trees Project, 
planning for December, Calendar 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Plant Material for Wreaths 
Some examples of plant material great for color  

and texture contrast  –  (evergreen varieties) 
 arborvitae  Oregon grape (red) 
 cypress   nandina (red) 
 boxwood  yellow holly 
       (plain or variegated) holly w/ berries  
 salal   variegated holly 
 Japanese holly  cedar (with tips 
 eucalyptus        blooming) 
 pine (short needles) cryptomeria 
 incense Cedar    (reddish especially) 
 magnolia  magnolia buds 
 yew   euonymous  
 skimmia  osmanthus 
 pieris   aucuba 
 grand fir  juniper (berried) 
 western red cedar blue spruce 
 huckleberry  chaemecyperis 
 camellia  vinca minor 
 boulevard cypress broom  

Small branches, twigs, any color but 
especially yellow or red or gnarly 

(barberry, filbert, willow, blueberry, etc.) 
 sage   curly branches 
 artemesia  lavender 
 santolina  rosemary 
  

anything with berries that will last:   
holly, nandina, rose hips, juniper, etc. 

 

* * *  The cut-part of boughs or branches can be 
up to ½”-thick branches both for wreaths and 

designs; and 12”-15” is a good length. 
 

* * * Contrasts in COLORS, PATTERNS, 
TEXTURES, SIZES are elements that make our 

products wonderful! 
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GREENS SALE - NO 
    

Once again this year our club will really miss 
making many many wreaths, swags, floral 
arrangements, little decorated trees, and more to 
sell to our Eugene area friends the 1st weekend of 
December.  COVID once again interrupts – so NO 

GREENS SALE. 
 

But - Many EGC members will be making their 

own and friends’ wreaths the week after 
Thanksgiving.  Yearly cuttings from our own 
evergreen shrubs and trees are very useful.    We 
need those basic as well as unusual greens to make 
our famously full and artistic wreaths and table 
arrangements.  Just bring to the back of the 
clubhouse and shed the weekend of Thanksgiving. 
 
Hopefully some of our younger members will take 
it upon themselves to gather fir boughs from 
Christmas tree sales places and nurseries too!!  
Noble fir is the very best, but any fir and pine 
work.  If you know someplace to gather some, you 
will be appreciated much! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to Greg Zahar for bringing 
the trailer for our refuse  
during wreath making! 

 

    President’s column Continued from p. 1 
 

---In May 1927, Andrew Kehoe, a farmer, blew up a school with dynamite in Bath, Michigan killing 37 

children and ultimately 7 adults (including Kehoe).  He was protesting a huge raise in taxes on his farm.  This 

was the largest and most cold-blooded slaughter of children in the history of the U.S.   

---Babe Ruth--a hitter like no other and a most-celebrated sports figure.  When he came to bat, everyone 

stopped to watch.  He was sold from the Boston Red Sox in 1920 to the NY Yankees and led them to their first 

league championship.  They eventually became one of the greatest teams of all time.  Jacob Ruppert (one of 

the owners of the team) in 1927 made him the highest paid baseball player in history with 60 home runs, more 

than any player had ever hit before. 



 

 
            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Eugene Garden Club’s Floral Design & Garden Angel at 2011Fair 

 
Crafts Classes Begin 

 

 

There will be a craft class on November 16, just 
before our regular November EGC meeting.  The 
class will begin at 10 a.m., at the clubhouse, and 
will continue until the regular meeting starts.   
 

People who are interested will have two choices: 
 1) painting rocks with Monica Henry  
     If you can, bring rocks and supplies. 
 2) skinny wreaths with Ann Rollins  
    Bring any small things you’d like on 
    your wreath. 
 

(These skinny wreaths are entirely separate from 
those people make the week after Thanksgiving.)   
 

 Questions: call Monica at 541.556.3829,  
        or Ann at 541.357.498. 
 

INS & OUTS 

        OF THE EUGENE GARDEN CLUB 
  

Flower Arranging Class  
 

 

The November Flower Arranging Class will be the 
3rd Thursday, November 18, at 1:30 p.m. 
 

This month’s assignment is a table centerpiece for 
Thanksgiving, using fresh and/or dried material. 
 

Save dried materials from your yard to use in our 
January assignment – all dried.   
 

SMJ House Garden 
Tuesday, November 9, 9:45 a.m. 

Time to tidy up 

All help can be used! 
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Clark’s Nutcracker 
Nucifraga columbiana 

 
 

The Clark’s Nutcracker is a common resident in 
upper elevations of the mountains of the Pacific 
Northwest. They are part of the Jay family, with 
gray plumage, a long sharply pointed bill and 
black and white wings.  The tail is short, flashy 
white and tail patches are visible in flight.   
 
Look for Clark’s nutcrackers in openings near 
extensive stands of conifers, often near 
timberline, where they use their long bills to 
extract the seeds from treetop cones. 
Nutcrackers, like some other jays cache food, 
returning later to retrieve the stored tidbits, even 
from under two feet of snow. They will bury the 
seeds in the summer and retrieve them in the 
winter by memory.  They also gather grubs from 
the bark, insects from the air, and scraps and 
handouts from picnickers.  
 
Their overall population trend is not well known.  
They may be vulnerable to the effects of climate 
change.  

Georgia Zahar, Birds & Wildlife Chairman 
 

Planning for December EGC 
 

Plan ahead for our December 21 EGC “Get Together” which will include a harp performance at about 1:00 p.m. 
by Jane Allen and Patricia Dewey (Dianne’s daughter). Before that, we will open the doors at 11:30 and begin 3 
special activities about noon.   
 1) - Bring smallish wrapped store-bought food items that people can take home in their goody bags that 
Dianne Dewey will provide for us.  
 2) - Bring a wrapped white elephant gift with you to exchange.   
 3) - We will decorate masks.  Ann Rollins is bringing 92 for us to use (or you can bring your own). 
Drawing or writing implements will be available.   
 

We do not plan to eat or drink as a group yet together. 



Horticulture in November 
Jackie Getty, Horticulture Chairman 
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Sorry I wasn’t able to present my Eucomis talk at the 
last meeting.  I wanted to show you how to grow 
Eucomis from cuttings.  Unfortunately I waited a little 
to long to take cuttings this fall and the only ones that 
are still looking good are from the base of the leaves.  
Early September would be the best time to take 
cuttings.   
 

Usually you can start the leaf cuttings by taking 3” 
cuttings starting at the tip of the leaf and then continue 
cutting down the stem, laying each on top of the first 
cutting so you will know which end is down and which 
is up.    
 

Use a mix of about 50% clean sharp builders sand and 
50% a mix of compost and potting soil.  Dip the 
bottom ends of the cutting in rooting hormone and 
using a spoon to make a hole in the damp mix and 
place the cuttings in the hole firming the sandy soil 
mix around the base.   
 

I used my heat seed starting pad under the flat of 
starting mix and florescent light above about 2 inches 
above the top of the cuttings on a table in the garage.   
A small bulb will eventually form at the base of the 
leaf cutting.   
 

When the leaf starts to die back start withholding water 
to let the bulb go dormant then in April or May when 
the bulbs start to show signs of sprouting start 
watering. The plants will grow a single leaf to start 
with and then can be set outside in the ground. 
 

Eucomis is a genus of flowering plants in the family of 
Asparagaceae, subfamily Scilloideae, native of 
Southern Africa commonly referred to as Pineapple 
flowers or Pineapple Lilies.   
 
 

 

The leaves come in green, spotted and shades of 
maroon and the flowers are white, pink or lavender. 
 

Many grow about 12” tall, and ‘Sparkling Burgundy’ 
like the one Sharon Blade gave me at the meeting at 
my house last summer, is at least 24” tall when in 
flower with large strap-like leaves.   
 

Here in our valley Eucomis is hardy and grows in full 
sun but appreciates some shade in the middle of the 
day.  The soil should have good drainage.  Mine do 
fine in soil that is clay based but with organic matter. 
They make excellent long lasting cut flowers. 
 

Since Eucomis is dormant in the winter months, it is 
best to plant bulbs in about April or May.  The larger 
the bulb the more flowers it will produce. 
 

The Northwest Flower and Garden Show will be held 
Feb. 9-13, 2022, Wed thru Sat 9:00 am to 8:00 pm and 
Sun. 9:00 am to 6:00 pm, at the Seattle Convention 
Center.  Taking the train is an easy and fun way to 
travel and from the train station an easy trip by bus to 
the Convention Center.    
 

Accommodations are many in Seattle and there is a 
hotel right next to the Convention Center.  Early bird 
tickets are available now at GardenShow.com for $20 a 

day and later the price will be $25 a day.  
 

Besides all the wonderful display gardens there is a 
large trade Show with lots of shopping available and 
many wonderful educational Classes too. You can see 
a schedule of the seminars on the web site. 
 

The Thursday, Nov.4, 2021 Register Guard had a good 
article on “No Till Gardening”.  Check it out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Promise Trees Project 
 

 

The Promise Tree Project was organized about a year ago through the Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs 
(OSFGC) by Tanja Swanson, past president. The Project was created to provide some free, fire-resistant replacement 
trees and shrubs to homeowners who lost their primary residence and landscape in the Fall 2020 fires in Oregon.  
Over 4,000 families lost their homes in Oregon.  In Lane County 463 homes were lost in the McKenzie River area 
from the Holiday Farm Fire.  Volunteers from the Eugene Garden Club are working with the Lane County Land 
Department who identify eligibility.  
 

Donations are being requested so that the homeowners who are rebuilding a home on their property can receive a 
"Tree Certificate" voucher of $50 to purchase replacement trees and shrubs at certain nurseries who have agreed to 
accept the vouchers.  The nurseries will be reimbursed by OSFGC.  Donations are being accepted at the OSFGC 
Promise Tree Project, c/o Peggy Trees, Treasurer, P.O. Box 1418, Sherwood, OR 97140.  
 

Some vouchers have been printed and will be distributed to the homeowners who have already started to rebuild their 
homes and lives.  The Project will continue through December 2024. 
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    What’s Happening 
 

November    
2            EGC Board Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

8        Willamette Arrangers Guild, 9:30 a.m. 

                9         SMJ Work Party, 9:45 a.m.  

16           Regular EGC Meeting, 12:30 p.m. 

    18          Flower Arranging Class, 1:30 p.m. 
 

December   

 7          EGC Board Meeting, 1:00 p.m.  

16          Flower Arranging Class, 1:30 p.m.  

21            Holiday Potluck, 12:00 p.m. 

                Doors open 11:30 a.m.     
   

January 
4            EGC Board Meeting, 1 p.m. 

    11         SMJ Work Party, 9:45 a.m. 

18           Regular EGC Meeting, 11:30 a.m. 

    20         Flower Arranging Class, 1:30 p.m. 
   

 

 

 

 
 

Photos in this issue illustrate some of the 

Greens Sale products from previous years and 

Willamette Arrangers Guild Tapestry designs. 

 

 

 

 

 



Eugene Garden Club 

Sherry Cossey 

4055 Royal Avenue Spc 20 

Eugene, OR 97402 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Garden – in November 
 

 

Dig and store geraniums, tuberous begonias, dahlias, and gladioli.  (Never store dahlia tubers 

on a cement floor over winter, but in a cardboard box with newspaper to insulate against 

freezing.  Also turn clumps upside down so moisture drains out of cut stalks.) 

 

     It’s not too late to plant spring bulbs, but don’t delay! 

 

           Renew mulch around perennial flower beds after removing weeds. 

 

                           Take cuttings of rhododendrons and camellias now. 

 

     Mulch small fruit trees to protect from winter freezes. 

 

    Spread lime on lawns. 

   

     Clean and oil tools and equipment before storing for winter. 

 

      Place mulch of manure over dormant vegetable garden  

      area.  A 3-4” layer of leaves spread over the garden plot 

      prevents soil compaction by rain. 

 

      

 

 


